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FARMING INCOME  CHART 



FARMING DECISION FORM 



EARNING FORM 

Other (+/-) 

Rail Road (+) 

Job (+) 

Fate (+/-) 

Land (+/-) 

House (-300)  
 

Other 

Sheep 

Cattle 

Horse Grazing 

Logging 

Sheep 

Cattle 

Timber 

Cattle 

Wheat 

Hay 

Corn 

Sheep 

Horses 

 
 

Valley 

 
Prairie 

Sheep 

Wheat 

Horses 
Cattle 

      1           2        3         4         5         6          7          8      

List each years income (+) and 
Expenses (-) in the appropriate space Farming Years 

Type of Crop       Type of Land   

Box 1 Total Income (All the $ you made) 
Box 2 Total Expenses (All the $ you lost) 
Box 3 Year Balance (Box 1 minus Box 2) 
Box 4 Balance (Box 3 +/-  previous Box 4) 

(+/-) 



Electing Town Officials 

County Commissioners 
 
You three individuals make the key decisions related to governing the county. You help Mr. 

O'Donnell set the tax rate, determine land values and make other similar decisions. You also 

locate the county's roads and see that the money is available to build them. To assist you in 

your work you may hire no more than two people at salaries of $250 per year. Your salaries 

will be $400 a year. 

 
 
County Sheriff 
 
You make sure all county laws are enforced and serve notices when laws are violated. The 

county judge, county commissioners and Mr. O'Donnell will point out your other  

responsibilities. You may hire one deputy county sheriff. This person shall  

receive a salary of $175 per year. You will receive a salary of $350 a year. 

 
County Judge 
 
You decided all disputes involving residents of the county. These cases may be between the 

County government and a citizen. You must way the facts in each case objectively and then 

make an impartial judgment based on the law. You will receive a salary of $500 a year. 

 
County Treasurer  
 
You prepare all tax statements, deliver these statements and collect all due taxes. You may 

hire one assistant. This person will earn a salary of $275 per turn. You will receive a salary 

of  $350 a year. 



Frontier Roads 

Transportation Problems 
 
Getting your wagon to town has not been easy for you early homesteaders. Your area has no 
roads, just crude trails crossing private property. Many of the persons who own this land 
have gone ahead and fenced themselves in and your out. This is their right. You have un-
doubtedly run across some of these fences and have had to lengthen your route to get to 
town, Of  course, some of you who have lived near one of the creeks or the river have been 
quite lucky. Using the waterway as a road, you have carried your produce to market and 
have brought home what you purchased in a boat. But of course, this has worked only part of 
the year. During the winter the creeks and river have been frozen, and if you have not had a 
sleigh, you have been out of luck. Another winter problem has been the dirt trails that have 
become either thick, slushy mud or rough, rock-like ruts. Sometimes it has taken you hours 
to move only a few miles. Some of you who own two or more quarter sections of land that 
do not touch one another have possibly had a third problem. To get from one portion of land 
to another you have had to cross someone else’s property. Even if you have a good neighbor 
who has let you cross his land, something still must be done. The country must build roads 
so that no one need trespass on someone else’s land. 
 
 
County Roads 
 
There is enough money in the county treasury to build 25 miles of gravel road this year. 
These roads must go along section lines. Each property owner whose  property borders the 
road will receive $20 for a mile of right-of-way. A right-of-way gives permission to the gov-
ernment to use part of your land for a particular purpose: roads, canals, telephone or power 
lines. The county commissioners will announce where they plan to build county roads. They 
will then offer the affected property owners right-of-way money. ($10 per quarter section) 
Any property owner whose land is to be used may accept or reject the county offer. If you 
reject this right-of-way offer, the county commissioners may either change the roads location 
or take you to court. If  they take you to court, the county judge will hear both sides and then 
decide whether or not to build the road over your land even if you object. If the judge de-
cides to build the road on your land regardless of  your objections, the judge must also de-
cide how much the county must pay you for your right-of-way land. After everything has 
been decided the commissioners will draw in the county road on the map. Then property 
owners may draw privet roads on their land connecting to the county road. 



Railroads 

Land Grants to Railroads 
 
Congress realized that building new railroad lines cost money. Therefore, beginning in 1850, 
the United States government gave free land to railroads that build new railroad lines in  
certain states. The first grants of land were to the Illinois Central and the Mobile and Ohio 
railroads. The federal government gave to the railroads alternative, even-numbered sections 
of land on either side of the new routes. The railroads could sell this land and use the money 
to build the tracks. As the years passed, the government continued giving land to railroads so 
that development of almost one-tenth of the present railroad mileage in the United States was 
encouraged by land grants. 
 
 
A New Railroad 
 
When the first railroad came to a community, the farmers and townspeople all rejoiced. A 
railroad meant higher prices for farm products and lower prices for factory-made goods. 
Travel was also easier and quicker. While the railroad was being built, farmers and their 
teams of horses were hired to help in construction. This meant additional income for these 
families. The construction laborers also spent much of their earnings locally. This extra  
business made the town merchants happy. 
 
 
Your Railroad 
 
Mr. O’Donnell will first draw the proposed railroad right-of-way on your large classroom 
map and also mark the even-numbered railroad-owned sections of land. Because the coming 
of the railroad will increase land values, the odd numbered sections of government land 
touching the railroad (sections 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, will now all sell for $2.50 an acre 
($400). The even numbered railroad section will sell for: 
 
  Valley Land: $5 an acre or 800 a quarter section. 
  Prairie Land: $4 an acre or 640 a quarter section 
  Timber land: $3 an acre or $480 a quarter section 
  Grazing land: $2.50 an acre or $400 a quarter section 
 
The railroad will also pay each property owner whose land borders the new route $100 per 
mile for a small strip of railroad right-of-way land. Once the railroad is build you will find it 
easier to get your crops and livestock to the Eastern Markets. Consequently, prices will rise. 
Therefore, double all prices on the FARMING INCOME CHART after your community has 
its new railroad. 



Taxes 

Types of Taxes 
 
Who pays taxes? How much does each person pay? How are the taxes collected? The easiest 
way to levy taxes is to ask each citizen to pay the same amount of money. If a person does 
not pay he can’t vote. This is called a poll tax. (In the United States it is now illegal to  
deprive a person of his right to vote because he can’t pay his taxes) Another way of  
collecting taxes is to require each person to pay according to how much property he owns. 
Those with the most property pay nothing. This kind of tax is called a property tax. A third 
way is to make each person pay a tax on whatever he buys. If he buys a lot, he pays a lot. If 
he buys little, he pays little. This is a sales tax. A fourth way is to tax a person’s income. If 
he has no income, he pays nothing. Such a tax is called an income tax. There are other ways 
of collecting taxes, such as excise taxes (on luxuries) and import taxes (tariffs on goods 
coming into the country) but these are minor ways of raising money. 
 
Taxes in Homestead 
 
In the homesteading days, property taxes and poll taxes were used. (Income taxes became 
legal only in 1913.) Since this simulation is based on owning land, property taxes will be 
used to raise the money necessary to run your community. The first step in collecting a  
citizen’s property tax is to determine how much his property is worth. Improved land (land 
that is farmed) is worth more than unimproved land. We will assume in this simulation that 
all property owners must pay five cents per dollar of value of their property, based upon the 
following values plus ten dollars for every house they own: 
 
    Improved  Unimproved 

 Valley Land 

        Value  $960   $400 

         Tax   $48   $20 

 Prairie Land 

         Value  $480   $300 

         Tax   $24   $15 

 Timber Land  

         Value  $480   $300 

         Tax   $24   $15 

 Grazing Land 

         Value  $200   $200 

         Tax   $10   $10 


